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To:  State and Local Government partners 
 
Subject: Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) /National Incident Management  

  System (NIMS) Integration Update and Compliance Requirements for 2007 
 
 
     The Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES) is committed to providing you with  
up-to-date information and guidance regarding the statewide effort to integrate SEMS and NIMS. 
 
     To date, California has made significant progress in the integration of SEMS/NIMS.  This 
effort reinvigorated the SEMS Maintenance System, as directed by Governor Schwarzenegger in 
Executive Order S-02-05.  The SEMS Advisory Board established several Specialist Committees 
to develop materials to assist in meeting the FY 06 NIMS requirements.  These materials were 
compiled in the California Implementation Guidelines for the National Incident Management 
System – NIMS.  These guidelines are available on the OES website. 
 
     OES is California's lead agency in ensuring adoption, promotion and implementation of 
NIMS.  In meeting this requirement, OES continues to provide up-to-date materials on NIMS 
requirements and guidance through the OES website (www.oes.ca.gov, under the SEMS/NIMS 
logo), presentations, training and workshops.   
 
     The most significant difference for Federal Fiscal Year 07 is the elimination of the statewide 
self-certification.  FFY 07 and future NIMS requirements will use performance metrics that 
capture details on how a jurisdiction has met the FY 05 and FY 06 requirements.  Compliance 
assessment through the use of these metrics will provide the basis for all future federal 
preparedness funding beginning with FFY 2008.  Compliance metrics are organized in tiers; Tier 
One requirements are those that must be completed this fiscal year, and Tier Two are future 
requirements.   
 
     To assist in the compliance reporting, the NIMS Capability Assessment and Support Tool 
(NIMSCAST) will be modified to reflect the FY 2007 requirements and to provide a tool to collect 
the metrics associated with NIMS compliance.  The upgrade to this free compliance tool is expected 
to be available by June 2007.  A user’s guide will accompany the NIMSCAST tool. 
 
     OES recently traveled to Washington D.C. and was able to meet directly with Al Fluman, the 
Director of the NIMS Integration Center to clarify new training requirements and expectations.   
Federal Fiscal Year 2007 training requirements include:  
 

• Completion of ICS-300 by: Middle management and Command and general staff 
• Completion of ICS 400 by: Command and general staff 
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     This activity is not a tier one requirement in FY07, but remains a requirement.  The NIMS 
Integration Center stated that this training should be started in FY07.  The NIC will then collect data 
on this requirement at the end of FY07 then determine if it becomes a tier one requirement in FY08.  
These courses are in addition to the prior requirements of IS 700, IS 800, ICS 100 and ICS 200. 
 
     It is important to note that we are moving from the awareness level of training, to requiring 
that those who take training are able to accomplish something; develop an incident action plan, 
establish a command structure, design a unified command.  This is the beginning of performance 

aining and will lead to more detailed position training. based tr  
     To assist you with meeting the NIMS requirements, OES has developed an ICS 300 & 400 
train-the-trainer course for Emergency Operations Center (EOC) personnel.  ICS 300 & 400 is 
field oriented, and it became apparent that EOC personnel need to understand those ICS concepts 
and how they may best support those in the field.   The pilot course is scheduled for late March.  
The OES training branch will then provide a number of train-the-trainer courses around the state, 
free of charge, to assist your efforts to have as many people trained as possible.  Dates will be 
released once the pilot is completed. 
 
     The following materials can also be accessed from our website, and provide more details on 
the FFY 2007 requirements: 
 
These materials include: 

1) FEMA letter to Governors dated October 23, 2006. 
2) NIMS Alert, FY 07 NIMS Compliance Metrics Fact Sheet. 
3) NIMS Compliance Metrics - Terms of Reference. 
4) FY 07 NIMS Compliance Metrics: Local/Tribal. 
5) NIMS Implementation Matrix for States and Territories. (October 1, 2006 –  

September 30, 2007) 
6) Analysis of FY 07 NIMS Requirements Summary Sheet and attachments. 
7) Updated Training Matrix specifying who should take what training. 
8) Training information from the NIMS Integration Center. 

 
     California's SEMS continues to provide the structured framework for responding to and 
managing emergencies and disasters of all kinds.  The enhancements to SEMS through 
integration of NIMS improve the ability of California to reduce the impacts of disasters and 
continue to lead the nation in emergency management.  
 
      Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
      HENRY R. RENTERIA 
      Director 
      


